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By 'TERENCE SMITH !
-Spectal to The New York Timex l .
F CWASHINGTON, Jan. 20 -
Agroup: of 30 experts on the
‘Soviet Union concluded in “a
‘meeting -here "last week that
‘the- 1eccntly published memaoirs
‘of formcr Nikijta S. Khrushchev
Wwere” authentic angd that they
hada been released to the West
without the’ approval of the
pxesent Sovict leadership.
~The. unpublicized mecting -
convened at the Stale D;palt-
mént, was attended by Soviet
area specialists from the de-
partment,
gence Agency and other Gov-
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emmnnt age“lues as wdl as
private experts.

-Two former ambassa dozs to
Moscow, Llewellyn E. Thomp-
son and George I'. Kennan, also
anticipated in the session, at
which Ray S. Cline, director ofy
thg State Departraent’s Burcau
of "Intelligence and Researoh,
presided.

The - meeting was de wncd
to establish what conclusions
could "be drawn  from the
memoirs  about Soviet -policy
and policy-makers. Another
goal was to coordinate what
one participant described as the
‘available bits and pieces of
ramor and gosv;p” ‘hat ha\,c

slarisen wbout the mazunsr In
which the memoirs xeeched the
West,
Time, Inc.,- whlch 'v.cqmred
remlmscenm and serialized

tl
}gcm in Life magazine before

ley were published 4n book|p
fom, has refused to shed light
on the origin of the material.
The book, tLtled “Khrushchev
Remgmbcxs was published
Dec, 21 by LLL\le mown -and
Co. '

Thé panel of C\pcns con-
cluded that most, if not all,
of the published raterial was
in the words of the "Soviet
leader although some.of- it ap-
pears, to have bcen doctom'I
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Lelore it 1'c-achéd the. pu‘ohsh-
ers, Judging from the choppy, °
disorganized style, the special--

ists tuncluded that some sec- era O QC\UL(. K

tions = had  been - c)cwd
cthaps {0 - proteot Mr Sor.t.otch T Q_L_f
Khrmhrhev ’ o—"( t ;b ™

They believe that the manu-
bcrlpt was compiled from a
number of sources, .including

speeches and tape- -recorded rec-
olloctxons, and pasted together
before it reached the West, But
they remain, in the words of
one puztlcxpant “very much in
the darl” about how and why
the material reached Time, Inc.

The conclusion that the doc-
ument reached the West with-
out the authorization of the‘
presenf Soviet leadership is|
based on the anti-Stalinist tonel .
of tlie memoirs. One p'nthl-'
pant described them as “an
echo of the sccret speech” Mr.
Khrushchev ‘delivered before a
Soviet party congress in 1956.
T, Terror Now Minimized
“The anti-Stalinist tone is out
of slep with the current policy
of giving credit to Stalin for
his wartime leadership and
playing down his rule of terror. {

The conflict with current pow'
licy is so great, in the opinion
of the experts, that the meinoirs
could not have received the en-
dorsement of the present party
chicf, Leonid 1. Brezhnev, who
is closely identified with the:
partial rehabilitation of Stalin,

The specialists tend to doubt,
the theory that the memoirs
were passed to the West under
the sponsorship of a ranking
Soviet official and the secrot’
police in an effort to embarrass
the “leadership. . No agreement
on an alternate tneory was
reached at the meeting, - -

- The inclusion of other damag-
mg material, such as the ad-:
mission: that the Soviet Union
attacked Finland in 1939 and’
that = North Korea attacked-
South Korea in 1950, bolstered .
the experts’ conclusion that the' -
léadérship had not intended the
manuscript to be published in
the form it was. .
- Although . no definite pIans,
have boen set, a second meet-
ing of the experts may be called
afLeI the material for the first
is digested and further re-
‘seach is dohe by Government
agencies. .
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